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C H A P T E R  T I T L E :  

THE GRAVEL ROAD 
I TRAVELED

The Gravel Road I Traveled speaks to a time in my life when I lived in an old farmhouse in Indiana.  I wanted to have a serious 
conversation with God (at the age of 9), so I took a long walk down our gravel driveway and spoke to the Lord.  Why this memory is 

significant in my life is because the prayer and request I prayed was specific.  At that age, I do not believe that most children.  What I 
learned as I look back on my life, I realized the process of making gravel is similar to my life, loses, and survival.  The road I travel in the 
sudden loss of my husband after close to 14 years was journey of healing.  Life was good, until that tragedy hit and our children’s lives 

and my world was changed forever. 
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The 3 things I want the reader to 
leave with after reading my 

chapter are:
• They can make it through

each stage 

• Tools they could use to 
help you get started 

• To know you are not alone 

PUBLISHING

My favorite life quote is Do what you 
can and God will do what you 

cannot.
My favorite scripture is…Jer. 29:11

My Career Utopia is… My dream job 
would be to host my own television 

show like Oprah.

CONTRIBUTING AUTHOR

Tanika Cherie has survived many tragedies in her life and is a living Testimony of 

"Life after Death." During her speaks, she shares her stories of hope and how she 

survived through years of transition, transformation and change, after tragically 

losing everything that meant anything to her. Tanika is a Certified Public Speaker 

and a Radio Co-host who uses her platform to teach and inspire people on how to 

live moment by moment in their personal and professional lives. For over 15 years, 

Tanika led a successful career in the Financial Industry she is a Certified Financial 

Literacy Trainer and she served in her community as a Youth Advisor and Mentor 

She was in the first Publication of “Who’s Who in Black Indianapolis,” a publication 

that seeks to celebrate the achievements of African-American men and women. 

The book features those who have made their mark in service to others in the 

Indianapolis community. Outside of work, Tanika has always enjoyed the arts and 

has performed on stage since the age of 12. She won local talent shows and 

modeled for Shades of Elegance in Indianapolis and the Bronnor Brother Fashion 

Shows in Atlanta. She was also the First Runner Up in the Miss Indiana Black Expo 

Pageant and as played the Lead Role in three stage productions.  She has two 

boys; Isaiah who is 13 and MiKyle who is 19.

Death, loss, and the transition of life are common denominators

for all humanity. Though we cannot ever really "prepare" for a

loved ones death; we may find ourselves trying; particularly when

a diagnosis comes that numbers their days. Yet, even then, it is

not something we can or desire to formulate or consider …’what

life will feel - look or be like without them; the mornings after’. This

Book Collaboration brings together these extraordinary brave

Authors who share their powerful life changing stories of the death

of a loved one, a dream, the loss of self, and much more. We all

have or will experience grief (emotional suffering or despair) and

will mourn (outward display of grief) differently; some in healthy

and others in unhealthy ways.

Through these featured writings, you will be drawn and riveted by

their imagery, transparency, and vulnerability. Narratives of

sudden loss do to murder or an unknown illness or in the middle of

“Hello”, a hopeful remission that turns, mourning that begins at

diagnosis, forgiveness required after death, and more. This work

will serve as an instrument of healing and support to all those who

will read it and sow it into the life of those who have or will

experience a season of grief and a time of mourning. Our desire

is that all who read it will go from grief to glory; where peace,

hope, and joy abide.

My Travel Utopia is…  China
. What are the Top 5 things on your Bucket List?

Visit Egypt | Take my entire family on a vacation to Aruba
Travel the World speaking to women about faith/family/life/love

Own a vacation home on an Island near the Ocean
A Lead role on a major stage, television/film production project

Today My Grief … At the ending of an unhealthy relationship and 
learning that there are many flags we see before the red ones.
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